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Andy Webber

Hello!
What a fantastic month!

The 30th anniversary of the JEC was
celebrated in style at Thoresby Hall in Notting-
hamshire.  We had an excellent turnout from the South Wales
region, helping with judging and marshalling as well as having our
stand shared with the Three Counties region.  There's a full write up
in this magazine, which I hope you enjoy.  I must also thank my wife
Heather who spent many hours in the hot marquee behind the
sales counter of the JEC shop, also helping them pack up after-
wards whilst we were all enjoying the cars and sun.

This month I finally had the opportunity to have a ride in an
F-Type (Supercharged 3.0 Ltr V6) after a friends mum bought a
white coupe from Stratstone a couple of weeks ago.  The wait was

well worth it as my friend drove us around some country roads and
then onto the motorway.  The acceleration was fantastic and I can
only imagine what the 5.0 V8 must be like! The biggest thrill was of
course the wonderful engine note with the exhaust valves making
it sound very F1 like! Unlike my XKR you hear the engine roar and
not the whine of the supercharger when you put your foot down.
A big thanks to Mark Hurford & Darrielle Lower for the opportunity.

A few of us are off to Silverstone Classic on the 25th July and
we'll have a full write up next month.  Congrats also to JJ who has
bought an XK convertible after a long search to add to his growing
Jaguar fleet - I'm sure he'll have it at this meeting.

Also Colin has arranged for Martin & Jason from Stratstone
Jaguar Cardiff’s Parts & Service departments to come along to
next months meeting. They will give us an insight into the running of
the departments and also answer any questions you may have.

I’m hoping that if you don’t manage to make it along to our
club meetings at the BBC club, Llandaff that you’re reading this
and would like to know more – you’ll be made to feel very
welcome if you join us on the third Wednesday of every month.
Further details of our meeting place are at the back of the
magazine.

Disclaimer:
Jaguar Enthusiasts Club South Wales Region Magazine strives to
provide accurate and up-to-date information. If you have seen a
mistake or anything that you are not happy with then please e-mail
us: editor@jecsouthwales.co.uk

All information is correct at the time of print and any unauthorised
copying or reproducing will constitute an infringement of copyright.
All articles are copyright of their respective owners.

©Jaguar Enthusiasts Club South Wales Region Magazine 2014, All
Rights Reserved.
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We met as usual in the lay by at the
old Seven Bridge. Paul Cogdon
brought his series 1 flat floor E-type,
Colin Masterson his red E-type and I
was in my series 3 E-Type.

For once the bridge was
open but only east bound. Due to its
age it often is closed either east or
west for repairs. We have learned
now to check before we meet there
as it is a long detour back to the
Magor Services.

We had a good run up to
Berkeley but when we arrived we
were diverted across a number of
fields to get to the show ground.
Most of the E-Types suffer from poor
ground clearance, mine in particu-
lar, and so we drove very slowly
across the bumpy field. The stewards
of the show were quite unhelpful and
our request to park separately along-
side a fence so we could erect our
gazebo and have a club stand was
refused. Later cars just parked there
and were left alone.
 John James Mk2, Bob Lush
E-Type and Norman Alford E-Type
joined us later on and some of the
members of the MG club were very
helpful in moving their cars around so
we could all park together. The
weather was good and there is al-
ways a good mix of cars which at-
tend, coupled with a large auto
jumble it always makes a good show.
We had a good run back and fortu-
nately the old Seven Bridge had reo-
pened west bound so we did not get
held up in the heavy traffic on the
new bridge.

A full report is on page 6.

BERKELEY CASTLE

change cars and meet us later.
On arriving at the circuit we

soon had the gazebo up and Paul
soon had the bacon rolls ready. John
James in his XJ then joined us having
just missed us at the bridge and Bob
arrived after having managed to fix
his wipers. The weather then turned
nasty with heavy rain, thunder and
lightning and hail. Then the sun came
out dried up the circuit and we had
a nice afternoon.

A full report is on page 23.

Many of our members had decided
to make a weekend of this event
and had booked to stay in the Warn-
er hotel at Thoresby Hall for the Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday night.
Andy and Heather Webber in their
XKR, Colin and Netta Masterson in
their XK8, John and Janet James in
their XK140 and Jan and myself in our
XJ220 met at our house on the Friday
morning. Dave and Andy were kind
enough to carry our luggage in their
cars. The 220 was not designed to
carry luggage, you would have diffi-
culty putting a small briefcase in the
boot. Mark and Eve Williams in their
XK8 joined us on the way up. It was a
nice dry day and we had a good run
up to the M42 where we had a
“comfort stop” at the services and

JEC 30th CELEBRATION
THORESBY HALL

then up the M1 where Colin Master-
son had found a nice pub to stop in
for lunch. We then preceded up to
 Thoresby Hall via a series of
“A” roads all with 50mph average
speed cameras on them.
Thoresby hall is one of the Warner
Hotels. They do not allow children
and the entertainment each night is
normally very good and based on
the 60’s or early 70’s. John and Janet
and Jan and myself stayed there 5
year ago for the JEC 25th anniversary
and found it very good. A cham-
pagne reception was held on the
Friday evening by the JEC which
gave us a chance to meet up with
old friends. Howard Harper, one of
our old members, who due to mov-
ing house has now joined the Three
Counties Region, was waiting for us
at the reception with Alan and Gill
Davies and Bill and Joan Picton.

�

The weather forecast for the day was
not looking very promising with very
heavy showers forecast so I was not
quite sure how many cars would turn
up. As it was Dave Fisher, XK8, Keith
Ryall, XK140, Paul Cogdon, E-Type,
Nigel Wilcox, Doretti, and myself, E-
Type, arrived at 8.15 ready for an 8.30
start. Bob Lush, E-Type, then arrived
but had problems with his wiper mo-
tor not working on the way up so he
said he would go back home to

CASTLE COMBE CLASSIC &
RETRO ACTION DAY

Saturday was a rest day.  There were
various different runs organised by
the club and some of our members
took advantage of these. The others
spent the morning helping out on the
show field and having a leisurely
lunch at one of the many
bar/restaurants in the hotel. We had
been asked to bring our cars over to
the show field in the afternoon.
 We had a joint stand with the
Three Counties Region so we set up
our stand but found that the grass in
the field had been cut earlier in the
week and we had 6 to 8 inches of
dead grass all over the stand. I man-
aged to obtain the only rake on the
field much to the annoyance of Neil
from SNG Barretts who thought he
was next in line, but as I reminded
him possession is nine tenths of the
law and we now possessed the rake.
I did give the rake to him after we
had finished with it for him to rake his
stand. He promptly gave it to Jessica



By Colin Manconi
Regional Representative

The show wound
down at about
5pm and we
helped take
down all the
marquees and
clean up the
field. After another evening of good en-
tertainment we made our way home
Monday morning.

I think we must thank the JEC for
putting on a superb 30th anniversary
event and we are all looking forward to
the 35th anniversary.

A full report is on page 17.
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I would like to send James Blackwell
our best wishes for a speedy recovery.
 James is the JEC Assistant Gen-
eral Manager and unfortunately last
week whilst riding his bike to work he
was hit by a car which changed lanes
without indicating.

It was thought that James may
have fractured his collar bone but for-
tunately it appears that he has torn
some ligaments in his shoulder and has
some heavy bruising but not broken
anything.

I did suggest jokingly to
Graham Searle that the Club should
provide a company car for James. The
response on the other end of the
phone did not give me any
encouragement that this was going to
happen.

AND FINALLY…

their advertising and marketing girl
and told her to rake the stand, a true
gentleman. After a nice evening
meal and excellent entertainment
we retired to bed so we could be up
early the next morning for the show.

On Sunday morning at about
7.30 under a beautiful blue sky I
walked over to the showground to
wipe the dew off my car. All the JEC
committee members and event or-
ganizers were already there working
hard. It is amazing how much hard
work goes into organising one of
these shows. Many of them had
been there since Thursday setting up
the show and then on Sunday night
they have to take it all down and
many have to go to work the next
day.
At the centre of the show was a
“Time Line” of Jaguar Cars. Lititia
Mace who many of you will know
through  her Xclusively Jaguar web-
site was given the task of finding as
many models that Jaguar made dur-
ing their lifetime and persuading their
owners to bring them along to the
event to be presented in a “Time
Line” of Jaguars. She did a remarka-
ble job. The “Time Line” started with
an early Austin Seven Swallow and
ran all the way through the models
right up to the latest F Type. I was
fortunate to be asked to put the
XJ220 in the line and was positioned
on the end of one line alongside a
lovely XJR15. Letitia had also arranged a
separate stand with lots of the models on
as backups in case the “Time Line” cars
did not turn up.

The cars poured in from early
morning. Over 1200 cars arrived.  This was
definitely one of our biggest shows for a
long time. Wherever you looked there
were rows upon rows of Jaguars. The
weather was fabulous all weekend and
this definitely helped to bring out the cars.

Sunday 20st July. Dave and Ruth Fish-
er, Andy Webber, Colin Masterson,
Paul Cogdon, and myself have en-
tered this event. We attended this
show last year and it was very good.
This year the featured marque is JAG-
UAR so we will have a large stand at
the front combining all the regions
and there are some very interesting
cars coming including an original D
Type, XJR 15, XJ220 and many others.
I have entry forms if you would like to
come along.

SHERBORNE CASTLE
CLASSIC CAR SHOW

SILVERSTONE CLASSIC
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 25th-27th
August. Billed as the “Biggest Classic
Motor Racing Festival in the World”
with over 8000 classic cars attending
and 24 classic races over the week-
end. This is three day event, Friday
25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th.
Dave and Ruth, Colin, Andy, John and
myself are going for the three days.
Tickets are still available and can be
purchased for any day, but have to be
purchases in advance from the Silver-
stone website. Use the JEC code
C14005.  Accommodation may still be
available!

OUR NEXT
EVENTS ARE:

Sunday 10th August. This event is or-
ganised by one of our old members
Howard Harper. We share a stand with
the Three Counties Region. It is a great
show with some nice cars and lots of
auto jumble.

THREE COCKS STEAM &
VINTAGE RALLY

Sunday 3rd August. Graham Searle is
organising this show. It is being held as
part of the Murco Motoring Festival on
a 170 acre site at the Windmill Fishery
Showground at Westerleigh just on the
other side of Bristol. It is a two day show
with a music festival, a mini balloon
festival, fishing, shooting, golf, a cy-
cling show, a farmers market, lots of
stalls and a beer festival sponsored by
Bath Ales. The cost is £5 per day. We
are attending on the Sunday. If any-
one who has not yet booked and
would like to go please contact me
immediately.

SOUTH GLOUCESTER-
SHIRE SHOW

I have arranged for Martin & Jason from
Stratstone Jaguar Cardiff’s Parts & Serv-
ice departments to come along to next
months meeting (Wednesday August
20th).

They will give us an insight into the
running of their departments and also
answer any questions you may have.

I hope as many members as
possible can attend to support us and
Martin & Jason.

STRATSTONE JAGUAR TALK

John & Janet James, Bob & Pat Lush,
Stuart & Jen Smith all went as usual on
the “Entente Cordial” trip to France.
Unfortunately this is the final annual
tour to France. I am sure they will
greatly miss this event.

A full report is on page 10.

ENTENTE CORDIAL
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As usual the meeting point was
on the Wye Valley Link road
lay bye, just short of the M48
old Severn bridge. The two Co-
lin’s and Paul crossed the
bridge and then took the back
roads to the show.

Fortunately he will be able to attend
a number of future shows, so we
won’t be short of ice creams.
 Of course we were all very
upset when Norman, while eating
one of Paul’s delicious offerings, spilt
Brown sauce all over his shorts, at
least that was what he said it was.
Fortunately I had the foresight to
whip out my camera and take a
quick snap for posterity. Within min-
utes the picture was flashing round
the globe on Facebook

As well as the cars on display
there was a field full of auto jumble.
Unfortunately for the rest of us, Nor-
man had disappeared like a rat up a

quite a large number of American
ones, some dating back to the 20’s.
Unfortunately there is a 1983 cut-off
date for show car entries so a
number of our members were ex-
cluded. Last year Andy managed to
blag his way into the show in his more
modern XK8, but I suspect this was by
lying about his age, as usual.

Article by Colin Masterson

Whilst this is a great venue for a car
show the officials were not that help-
ful in allowing us to park off to one
side under the trees, so that other
JEC members arriving late could join
us easily. The three of us arrived quite
early, so this could easily have been
accommodated. It was not helped
by their parking one row, then a wide
gap followed by three rows next to
each other, so that no one in the
middle row could have moved in an
emergency.
 Soon Norman, John and Bob
arrived and we managed to fit them
in next to our cars, so all was well. We
ended with a fine line of three red E
Types, Two white ones and a white
MkII. We were surrounded by a wide
variety of British cars together with
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drainpipe, in search of Jaguar relat-
ed bargains, so we knew our luck
would be out when we the rest of us
eventually ventured out.
 A word about the venue: The
castle is home to the Berkeley Family
and has been for 850 Years. Indeed
they are one of only three families in
England who can trace their ances-
try from father to son back to Saxon
times. The Castle is the oldest build-
ing in the country to be inhabited by
the same family who built it.

Whist it is a home, it was built
for war and was one of the March
Castles, built to keep out the Welsh.
Well it didn’t work because we made
it! It has all the trappings to match:

Trip steps designed to make the ene-
my stumble during an assault, arrow
slits, murder holes, enormous barred
doors, slots where the portcullis once
fell, and worn stones where sentries
stood guard. The fields where the
show was held were originally de-
signed to be flooded, as an added
defence. Fortunately they did not
resort to this for the show.
 The Contents of The Castle
reflects the history of the place. They
include Francis Drake's cabin chest,
Queen Elizabeth I's bedspread, and
the banner that the 4th Earl of Berke-
ley took with him to the Battle of
Culloden. Many of the unusual tap-
estries, paintings, ceramics and

silverware, have their own story to tell.
All too soon it was time to

pack up and go home. We had
heard that the Westbound lanes of
the old M4 Severn bridge were due
to remain closed for repairs until early
evening and we were a bit anxious
that we would be caught up in the 3
mile jams to the toll booths that had
occurred the previous day, Fortu-
nately, as we came down the hill on
the M4 to the M48 turn-off and over-
head sign advised us to take that
route and we made a quick crossing.
To sum up, this was an excellent show
and well worth the foray into darkest
England.



Jaguar Specialists Est 1968.

At Glamorgan Classic Cars we have over 40
years experience dealing with all types of car
restoration, mechanical and body work
repairs. We provide expert friendly advice
from a routine service to a full mechanical and
body restoration and take pride in providing
an exceptionally high level of quality of service
and attention to detail. For rebuilds we always
include a picture file, an example of which is
shown for a JAGUAR E TYPE Series 1 left hand
drive conversion/rebuild.

For a limited period only and as a special
introductory offer to the Jaguar Enthusiast
Club, ring ANDREW for a club members
discount or to discuss winter vehicle storage.

For a friendly chat about the work your Jaguar requires, please call

Andrew Douglass on 02920 708005
or email info@classiccarswales.co.uk

www.classiccarswales.co.uk

Glamorgan Classic Cars formally
known as Gimber Motors

Vehicle Body Repair Association (VBRA)
www.vbra.co.uk
Retail Motor Industry Federation (RMIF)
www.rmif.co.uk
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Article by Greg MacLeman
Article From www.classicandsportscar.com

quarter! This will be a full nut-and-bolt
restoration, covering every aspect of
the car. It will be quite a challenge,
but we are looking forward to it.”
 The Bridgnorth firm is no
stranger to restoring rare E-types,
having found the 34th right-hand
drive example off the line earlier in
the year, and the 60th car to be built
in 2013.

Goldthorp added: “It took us

An historically significant 1961
Jaguar E-type has been dis-
covered rotting in a barn near
Paris. The right-hand-drive
fixed head, which sports chas-
sis number 15, was one of six
E-types to go on display at the
1961 Scottish Motor Show, but
had been thought lost for a
number of years.
The Series 1 car was specified with a
manual gearbox and was des-
patched to Edinburgh-based distrib-
utor Rossleigh on 27 October 1961. It
is now set to be fully restored by
marque specialist CMC.

 Managing Director Nick
Goldthorp said: “We found Chassis
No. 15 at end of last year in Cernay,
a town close to the border with Ger-
many and about two hours away
from Paris. It had been owned by the
same person since 1976, who dis-
mantled it some 20 years ago. That is
as far as he got.

“Unfortunately, the car was
left in a barn until we found it, and
was very rusty and corroded – there
was even a bird’s nest in the rear

some time to confirm this was the
real chassis No. 860015, because ap-
parently there was a duplicate car
registered with the same number.

After thoroughly checking it
with the DVLA and the Jaguar Daim-
ler Heritage Trust, we were able to
confirm that this was the 15th E-Type
fhc that left the production line in
1961.”

The restoration is expected to
be completed by July 2015.



Article by John James
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further visits included the Palais at
Compiegne and a very wet visit to
Claude Monet’s garden at Giverny.
On day five of the tour we moved
hotels from Compiegne to Reims with
a visit to the medieval town of Laon
and the old Reims race circuit pits en
route. The second part of the tour
based at Reims was far more relaxed
with less driving and more free time
for site seeing visiting the wonderful
cathedral and of course sampling
the local wines just sitting in the sun-
shine watching the world go by.
 On the last evening at Reims
we were collected at our hotels by
coach and transported to the Pom-
mery Champagne House for the tour
finale. We had a wonderful evening

It is with a degree of sadness
that I write this report at the
recent request of Lynne Bea-
dle.

The end of an era, this was the twen-
tieth and the final annual tour to
France jointly organised by Kelsey
publishing and several members of
the Jaguar Enthusiast Club.

I can remember asking my
wife Janet twenty years ago if she
fancied a tour to France on the very
first “Entente” and I’m very pleased
to say she responded positively. We
enjoyed ourselves so much that we
have taken part in all but one tour
due to a family commitment and
consequently on the final tour we
were presented with a very nice
leaping cat trophy for having at-
tended more tours than any other
crew.

Janet and I have been rally-
ing and touring with many different
classic car clubs and organisations
for about forty years and have since
the first tour have always had a soft

spot for the “Entente” as it became
fondly called. It has always been
very well organised from the outset
with a great organising team of mar-
shals and breakdown crews.

We have visited some won-
derful places over the years with
beautiful countryside and have
made some wonderful friendships
with some very nice people including
all the organising team.

This year’s tour was to the
“Compiegne and Champagne re-
gion” where it all started back twenty
years ago. There were 110 cars in
total with very enjoyable visits to Seri-
court and Pierrefonds where we dis-
played our cars whilst we visited the
town and the wonderful Chateau;
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with a champagne reception and
dinner ending with the usual prize
giving ceremony.
 Our final day saw us leave
Reims on a mix of motorway and D
roads in order to make our final visit
of the tour which is the museum at La
Coupole which is a huge fortified
concrete bunker where the V2 rock-
ets were constructed, quite an

amazing place. We then drove di-
rectly to Calais for our final “Entente
Cordiale” ferry crossing, it was quite
emotional saying our goodbyes to
our fellow “Ententees” and the or-
ganising team and breakdown
crews. All I can say now is a huge
thank you once again to everyone
involved and Janet and I sincerely
wish you all well and we hope to

meet up in the future. I finish as I
started, the end of an era.
Au revoir “Entente Cordiale”
John and Janet James. (South Wales)
 Incidentally the three cars
from our Cardiff region (Janet and I
in the XK140, Bob and Pat in the E
type and Stuart and Jen in their E
Type ) performed very well with no
problems thankfully.

Hello everyone.
Sorry I did not contribute

to last month’s newsletter I was
away enjoying myself on the
final “Entente Cordiale”  I’m
sure no one noticed my article
was missing as there was so
much good content now there
are so many events happen-
ing almost every week.

along to Berkeley Castle in
the Mk 2 with our grandson
Aron, along with Bob and
Pat in their E-Type where
we joined  a few other

members on the
show field, a very
pleasant day.
The following
week saw a
number of us trav-
el up to the 30th

anniversary cele-
brations of JEC at
Thoresby Hall,

near Nottingham and we all had a
great time in some of the best
weather this Summer, Take a look at
the wonderful shirt our editor was
wearing one evening, I think he now
models for Gucci or was it pea-
cocks?

The next event I attended
was the Action Day sponsored by

One article I did really enjoy was the
one by Nigel Wilcox and of course it
was nice to see some of the pictures
of The Wedding of the Year of our
young editor Andy and his lovely
bride Heather.
 Returning from France on the
Friday Janet and I decided to go

politically correct since THE 50’S

Classic and Sportscar magazine, due
to the weather forecast I decided to
go along in the X300 but as it hap-
pened the day turned out to be very
hot with sunshine most of the day.

2014

7-13 JUNE
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While ogling Jaguar's produc-
tion-ready F-Type Project 7 in
the Goodwood sunshine, PH
bumped into former evo figure-
head Harry Metcalfe, who now
works as a consultant for JLR
Special Operations. This is one
of the projects that's been
keeping him busy - and it
sounds like he's pleased with
the result.

man that did the C-X75 but, more
recently, has worked onNissan's GT-R
NISMO Nurburgring time attack car
plus a whole host of other projects
including Formula E. "Paul will make a
huge difference here," said Harry.
"He simply has a different way of
thinking - he brings the F1 mentality
of speed, precision and technologi-
cal skill to the division." Indeed, this is
how Special Operations has been
able to produce Project 7 so quickly
(it took just 12 months): the scale of
what Jaguar's been able to do in
such a short space of time backs up
Harry's claim that Newsome brings
something exciting to JLR SO.
 But back to his own Project 7.
Any plans? Well, it seems cross-conti-
nent European touring is on the
agenda. "It's front-engined, has a de-
cent boot (it's 196 litres...) - I love how
usable it is." Indeed, stowable Bimini
roof has required yet more bespoke
engineering, and is more proof of
SO's attention to detail, but is another
reason why Project 7 appeals to cus-
tomers such as Harry.

What colour though, Harry?
"Ah, I'm not letting on just yet!"

'route one' approach of, say, AMG.
Most performance brands can only
really do that - make fast, focused
cars - and it's only now that they're
trying to expand their portfolio.
 "With Special Operations,
we're starting out with a much
broader reach - these days, you
can't just be all about high perform-
ance." JLR Special Operations will
thus be covering high-spec vehicles
which will include high performance
models, but also ultra-luxury models
and limited-run collector's editions
(like Project 7).
 In addition, it will take on truly
bespoke commissions, offer heritage
services including vehicle recreations
(like the new Lightweight E-Type se-
ries) and produce a new range of
branded goods. A genuine 150
strong standalone business unit, it will
even get its own home in the West
Midlands, at a to be confirmed loca-
tion.
 Harry's particularly excited
about the SO leader JLR has head-
hunted - Paul Newsome (who'll work
under MD John Edwards). He's the

So much so, he's actually bought
one! "I've got my order in," he told us.
Guess that's a perk of working for
JLR's crack new special cars division,
although it does also show how
much belief he has in the new oper-
ation: he's literally putting his six-figure
money where his mouth is by buying
the first production-ready vehicle
from the new division.

It's a crucial car to get right.
"It's important that this car makes a
statement", Harry told us - explaining
that the SO division represents a
modern form of specialism that's
more advanced than the slightly

Article by Richard Aucock
Article From www.pistonheads.com
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Article by Patrick Paternie
Article From www.newportconvertible.com

C-pillars and sloping rear glass with a
convertible top only exaggerates the
height of the rear end. The result is a
not very flattering bustle like rear
quarters, reminiscent of the Murano
Cross Cabriolet, or Kim Kardashian
depending on your preferred frame
of reference.
 The view improves dramati-
cally from the side. Newport’s Al Za-
deh definitely got his sums right with

Odds are the person who
coined the phrase “relegated to
the backseat” spent more than
a few miles riding in the back of
a convertible. It’s often a miser-
able place thanks to incessant
wind, constant noise and typi-
cally cramped quarters.
Then there’s the backseat of New-
port Convertible Engineering’s (NCE)
Jaguar XJ convertible. It’s still wind-
blown and loud in back, but in this
convertible there’s plenty of room to
stretch out. So even if you don’t nec-
essarily feel comfortable, you’ll look
as if you are.

the secret formula he has devised
over the years to make the top sit as
low as possible without interfering
with its ease of operation. Zadeh fab-
ricated an aluminium header to al-
low the top to mate seamlessly with
the stock windshield frame. From
there, a gentle arch maintains head-
room as the top flows smoothly into
the car’s rear flanks. From a distance,
it almost looks like a vinyl-covered
roof, for better or worse.
 Top down, the side view re-
mains pretty sleek, marred some-
what by the protrusion of the B-pillars
and attendant roll bar. Even if you
were willing to sacrifice safety for ap-
pearance’s sake, the B-pillars are still

An Interesting Perspective
The first time we take a good look at
this soft-top 2011 NCE Jaguar XJL it’s
from the rear. It’s not the most flatter-
ing angle to begin with, given the
already controversial shape of the
standard taillights, which are usually
mitigated somewhat by the sweep-
ing C-pillars.
 Replacing those metal
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a necessity because they carry the
tracks for the power windows.
 Given the pedigree of our
ride, we chose to cruise along some
of Orange County’s most affluent
waterfront communities to assess the
Jag’s impression on the area’s auto-
motive fashionistas. The car drew ad-
miring looks and comments. What
surprised us, however, was that al-
most no one recognized it as a Jag-
uar. Most thought it was a concept
car.

convertible conversion weighs a
mere 40 pounds more than the stock
sedan.

Cruising Vessel
And what was it like to drive? About
how you would think a Jaguar XJL
with a convertible top would drive.
On rough surfaces, there was some
vibration transmitted through the
steering column but no cowl shake,
top up or down. When raised, the
top structure exhibited some shake
when we passed over larger bumps.
Overall the ride was smooth and qui-
et with no creaks, groans or wind
whistling.
 Zadeh considered its conver-
sion the biggest challenge of his
nearly 30-year career.
 Our biggest issue was coping
with limited rear vision through the
small oval-shaped glass rear window.
Still, that was better than peering
over the bulge of the top when low-
ered. Given the top’s overall length,
we don’t think Zadeh could have
mounted it any lower, but it still pro-
trudes enough to impede rear vision,
including the rear three-quarters
view.
 With such limited vision from
the driver seat, we decided to try out
the backseat. Thanks to the

unchanged rear doors and the
abundant legroom, getting in and
out was a breeze. Headroom is not
compromised at all with the top
raised either. It features three-layer
construction that consists of a soft
suede headliner, foam insulation and
an exterior covering of German can-
vas.
 Lower the top and the expe-
rience feels absolutely regal. Just set-
tle back and cruise elegantly along
as the rest of the world rolls past.
From the backseat, the XJL provides
one of the best convertible rides on
the planet.

The 99 Percent Solution
“My objective was to keep the car as
original as possible,” Zadeh had told
us. “Ninety-nine percent of the cars
need some alteration of the rear
seats; not on this car, it is all intact,”
he declared.
 Most of the trunk is intact as
well, leaving a generous amount of
space even when the top is lowered.
Because of the Jaguar’s unique aer-
ospace-style construction of bonded
and riveted aluminium, Zadeh con-
sidered its conversion the biggest
challenge of his nearly 30-year ca-
reer. He used aluminium sheeting
and tubing to build up a box frame
that runs along the rocker panels to
maintain stiffness after removing the
car’s huge panoramic roof.
At the rear he added an aluminium
platform that bolts into the trunk to
support the base of the top along
with its operating hardware and hy-
draulics. And of course the big roll
bar that lines up with the B-pillars.
According to Newport, the

The 99 Percent Solution
The 2011 NCE Jaguar XJL Convertible
will run you $49,000 plus the cost of
the stock sedan. So you’re talking
$130,000 to start. That includes a
three-year warranty that can also be
extended to five years.
 To enjoy it fully, though, you
should also consider a driver. It’s the
only way to fully appreciate how en-
joyable it is to ride in the backseat of
this convertible. Yeah, there’s still
some wind and considerable noise,
but you can’t match the view.



There’s no need to compromise
on your next service.

As an owner of a Jaguar over
three years old, you can now
have the premium service you
desire at a truly competitive
price.

With Jaguar 3+ there’s no hid-
den costs, just a clear fitted
price for Jaguar scheduled serv-
icing and routine repairs such as
brake pad and disc replace-
ment.

You also get the reassurance of
Jaguar Trained Technicians, us-
ing advanced diagnostic equip-
ment, and Genuine Parts.

And it’s covered by a 12-month
warranty.

SERVICE 02920 546702
Stratstone Jaguar  | Pentwyn House | Avenue Park | Pentwyn | Cardiff | CF23 8HE
*Published prices for Jaguar 3+ Fixed Price Servicing and any promotions within it are the maximum selling price including VAT (at the prevailing rate) at which participating dealers will provide the advertised service and parts. Prices are
valid for retail customers with specified vehicles over 36 months old from date of 1st registration booking with a participating dealer for work to be carried out within the period of the relevant promotion. An interim service includes oil and oil filter
replacement, a major service additionally includes air filter and fuel filter replacement (Diesel) (where specified by the vehicle service schedule). In addition all functional and safety checks will also be completed in accordance with the defined service schedule.
Additional items not specified for automatic renewal/replacement (e.g. seat air filters / spark plugs) will be replaced based on age / mileage at an additional cost. All R / Super Charged models are excluded.  **Cambelt replacement offer only available on the following
qualifying models with 2.7 Diesel engines, Jaguar XF 2008-10, S-Type 2004-08 and XJ 2006-09.  Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. Please consult dealer for full terms & conditions applying to their supply of parts and services.

All prices include VAT

Jaguar Genuine Parts are designed, tested and manufactured according to our uncom-
promising standards for quality, fit and durability. Each part is engineered specifically for
your vehicle to contribute to its optimum performance and to help maximise its life span.

PARTS 02920 549339
Stratstone Jaguar  | Pentwyn House | Avenue Park | Pentwyn | Cardiff | CF23 8HE

GENUINE JAGUAR PARTS
Maintain the true Jaguar experience with Jaguar Genuine Parts.

Brakes
Your defence against accident and injury.

Steering and Suspension
Vital to your ride, handling, comfort and responsiveness.

Oil
The essential fluid for your Jaguar engine.

Filtration
The essential fluid for your Jaguar engine.

First Time fit
Original equipment parts to maintain original performance.

Warranty
Peace of mind for every part.



rriving at Colin Man-
coni’s we had the
usual task of load-
ing up the cars
with the luggage
that the XJ220

can't take - for a 'super car'
they're not very practical!

Colin Masterson had plotted a route
and found a great little pub not far
from Thoresby with what turned out to
be great parking and food.  This was
welcome as we'd started off at 10am
and were very peckish.  It was good
to have our new member Mark and
his wife Eve along on their first Jaguar
rally; hopefully many more will follow
in their seafrost XK8.  There was only

one slight detour when Colin Master-
son thought he knew better than the
sat nav and turned the opposite di-
rection - please also ask Colin about
how he personalised his sat nav!

We found Thoresby Hall and
pulled into a car park that was al-
ready full of Jaguars from all era's.  It
was a car show itself just walking
around the car park.

continued on page 18 >

Article by Colin Masterson
& Andy Webber
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A champagne drinks reception was
held on the Friday evening where
event programmes including a little
on the club history and JEC event
plaques were given out.  This had a
fantastic setting, right outside the old
house overlooking the lawns and
countryside with our show field to the
left.  It was a terrific evening made
even better by the glorious sunshine.
On the Saturday some of us visited
Hardwick House whose car park was
practically a dry run of Sundays show
- obviously many JEC members had
had the same idea!  This was very
interesting and was owned by the
richest woman in Britain at the time -
how did she get to be so rich I hear
you ask? She married very well 4
times!!  The walls are draped in tap-
estries that cost up to £200k to be
dry-cleaned and even in the 1600's
cost £370 each!

Anyhow enough culture and
back to cars.  Sunday was an early
start with Andy and Heather starting
their marshalling duties at 8.30 with
the field filling up very quickly. Andy
was at the main entrance off the
main road and the convoys of Jags
arriving had him grinning from ear to
ear. Approximately 1300 members
had made the trip in the sunshine
and the field was full of Jags.

We shared our spot on the
show field with the Three Counties
Region, who brought their marquee,
which was handy as we had little
room in our cars for our own

Whilst Andy was busy on the
gate, the two Colin’s and John were
involved in judging the various class-
es of Pride and Joy, the rules of which
are more lenient than for concourse.
As well as overall condition we were
looking to see reasonable annual
mileages (so no trailer queens al-
lowed!), and evidence of work done
to the car, preferably by the owner.
The Time Line included Colin’s 1994
XJ220 and started with a lovely Austin
Severn Swallow, seen regularly on
the Entente Cordiale, to latest F
Types, a convertible and the new
coupe. The Austin Swallow was a
significant car in the History of Jag-
uar: In 1927, William Lyons, co-found-
er of the Swallow Sidecar Company,
saw the commercial potential of pro-
ducing a re-bodied Austin 7. Lyons
commissioned the talented coach-
builder Cyril Holland to produce a
distinctive open tourer: the Austin
Seven Swallow. With its bright two-

tone colour scheme and a style be-
fitting more expensive cars of the
time, together with its low cost (£175),
the Swallow proved popular and
was followed in 1928 by a saloon
version: the Austin Seven Swallow Sa-
loon. Approximately 3,500 bodies of
various styles were produced up until
1932, when Lyons started making
complete cars under the SS brand.
 Such was the demand for the
Austin Seven Swallows that Lyons was
forced to move in 1928 from Black-
pool to new premises in Coventry. It
was, in part, the success of the

Swallows that laid the foundations of
what was to become, by
1945,  Jaguar Cars. Of the Austin 7
register, which currently contains
10,300 vehicles, only 150 are Austin
Swallows (of the 3,500 built).
 Mind you, I read the other
day that only 674 Morris Marinas still
exist of 800,000 built, less than 0.1% - I
wonder why!
 There were several cars that
deserve a special mention. The rac-
ing history of the D Type, XKD 505,
registered 774 RW, is well known and
is more fully described in an article,



plant destroying nine of the twenty-
five cars that had already been
completed or were semi-completed.
Production is thought to have includ-
ed 53 customer D-types, 18 factory
team cars, and 16 XKSS versions. The
American film actor  Steve
McQueen owned a Jaguar XKSS for
personal use and it was one of his
favourite cars. It was painted  British
racing green. He referred to the car
as the "Green Rat”.
 The event also had some en-
tertainment for the whole family with

the second part of which is to found
in this magazine and forms part of
the magic that is behind the history
of Jaguar itself.  As a footnote it may
be worth mentioning the controversy
surrounding the provenance of the
car due to the way the factory had
the habit of reusing various compo-
nents in rebuilding cars following rac-
es: Nigel Webb,  the world's foremost
collector of Hawthorn memorabilia,
acquired the car at the Rockingham
auction in 2001, but it took two sets of
solicitors to agree on the programme
wording. The final words were:- "a
wonderful evocation of the 1955 Le
Mans winning D type". The price paid
for the car (which I believe was
£440,000) reflected the doubts as to
its authenticity. The car races and
gives pleasure to thousands and
such luminaries as the Earl of March
accept it as a historic race car so let
it rest there.
 Another other car near to the
D Type was the Jaguar XKSS (reg no
MVC 558) a road-going version of
the Jaguar D-Type  racing car. After
Jaguar withdrew from racing the
company offered the remaining, un-
finished chassis as the road-going
Jaguar XKSS, by making changes to
the racers: adding an extra seat, an-
other door, a full-width windscreen,
small bumpers and a folding top, as
concessions to practicality and to
meet legal requirements. However,
on the evening of 12 February 1957,
a fire broke out at the Browns Lane
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duck herding and jousting keeping
the junior JEC members entertained.
There were also a number of stalls
including a Jaguar UK stand with an
F-Type and SNG Barratts’ new Tepee
looking rather striking.
 It was great to see Norman
Dewis signing copies of his book and
taking in the cars of the show. Being
a nationwide gathering gave us the
opportunity to catch up with many
members from other regions that we
only see occasionally.
Finally, a big thanks to all those at the
JEC involved in organising this show,
it really was a show worthy of a 30th
anniversary.

more photos on page 21 >



As you know packing for a trip in your Jaguar is no easy affair. Fortunately the good people of Hillsalive have
created an easier solution. A bespoke luggage system tailored to fit your Jaguar perfectly and maximise the
available space. Stiff sides protect your contents whilst the durable material is complemented by a rugged full
width handle-strap that enables you to easily load, remove and carry your cases. When it comes to a journey
in any Jaguar, Hillsalive cases are the obvious choice.

For more information  07932 315 942 or  heather@hillsalive.co.uk

www.hillsaliveluggage.com
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Stylish and fast, the S-type sa-
loon was beloved of film and TV
stars but it came into its own if
you were planning a bank job.

maintained Jaguars much favoured
by hoods in The Sweeney, and his
work on the episode Stoppo Driver
set standards that major Hollywood
productions would struggle to reach.
 In its heyday, the S-type was a
car of glamour, moving in circles far
removed from actors and stuntmen
clad in bomber jackets and sporting
long sideboards on a bombsite in
south-west London. When it debuted in
October 1963 it was an object of de-
sire, becoming the transport of choice
for such stars as Patrick MacNee, Tom
Jones and Simon Dee.

Article by Andrew Roberts
Article From www.telegraph.co.uk

"Very nice car, Terry. Very good
steal,”growls Richard Burton in the
film Villain as he appraises his driver’s
3.8-litre S-type.

Prior to this underrated 1971
crime drama (below), the  Jaguar’s
main cinematic claim to fame was
as a police car in the chase that
opened 1967’s  Robbery, but the
sight of Burton & Co using the S-type
for a wages snatch in Bracknell
sealed its image for a generation.

It has to be said that the S-
type was virtually unsurpassed as a
getaway car; the boot was larger
than the Mk2’s, it was more manoeu-
vrable than a Rover P5 and faster
than a Vanden Plas 3-Litre or Humber
Super Snipe.

By 1974 a gun-runner’s black
S-type was being pursued through
Kent by the hero’s white Range Rov-
er in Callan, while stunt maestro Peter
Brayham leapt a silver example over
Tower Bridge in the John Wayne ve-
hicle Brannigan. Brayham went on to
supervise the fleet of very ill

Its origins date from 1961, when Jag-
uar decided to bridge the gulf be-
tween the Mk2 range and the vast
MkX saloon with a model that would
combine the independent rear sus-
pension of the latter with the narrow
track of the former. Power was from
the famed 3.4- and 3.8-litre, straight-
six engines and there was more
headroom than in the Mk2, slightly
more rear legroom plus better heat-
ing and ventilation.
 The real disadvantage com-
pared with the older Jaguar com-
pact was the styling – the Mk2-style
nose was as handsome as ever but
the elongated boot and the slightly
flattened roofline made it look awk-
ward.
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 S-type, be it a 3.4-litre with overdrive
and manual steering, or a 3.8S with
Borg Warner transmission and PAS,
offers a superlative combination of
town car, sports car and cruiser.
A Jaguar S-type is a classic car that
looks right in all circumstances - even

By 1965 the S-type was the most pop-
ular four-door Jaguar and in 1966 the
line-up was augmented by the 420,
which combined a twin-carburettor
4.2-litre XK engine with a MkX-style
nose.
 Even more luxurious, the
Daimler Sovereign was offered in the
following year, a car which many still
regard as one of Jaguar’s best sa-
loons, while the Metropolitan Police
in London took delivery of the first of
more than 80 S-types used for traffic
(white livery) and area (black livery)
duties. Ironically, the police-specifi-
cation hardboard dashboard and
plastic interior required special tool-
ing which resulted in higher prices
than the standard model.
 The introduction of the XJ6 in
late 1968 led to the demise of nearly
all other Jag saloons and for too
many years the S-type was regarded
as a stopgap. It is only in more recent
years that classically minded motor-
ists have come to realise that any

when wearing a stocking over your
head in the middle of a Berkshire
industrial estate.



Members jokes & anecdotes

THE SURGEON

persons."
"You can't pull that one on

me," replies the Italian customs
agent. "Quattro means four. You
have five people in your car and you
are therefore breaking the law."

The Englishmen replies angri-
ly, "You idiot! Call your supervisor
over—I want to speak to someone
with more intelligence!"

"Sorry," responds the Italian
official, "he can't come. He's busy
with 2 guys in a Fiat Uno."

A young nun who worked for a local
home healthcare agency was out
making her rounds when she ran out
of gas. As luck would have it there
was a gas station just one block
away. She walked to the station to
borrow a can with enough gas to
start the car and drive to the station
for a fill up. The attendant regretfully
told her that the only gas can he
owned had just been loaned out,
but if she would care to wait he was
sure it would be back shortly.

Since the nun was on the way
to see a patient she decided not to
wait and walked back to her car.
After looking through her car for
something to carry to the station to fill
with gas, she spotted a bedpan she
was taking to the patient. Always
resourceful, she carried it to the sta-
tion, filled it with gasoline, and car-
ried it back to her car.

As she was pouring the gas
into the tank of her car two men
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The other day I was in the local auto
parts store. A lady came in and
asked for a seven ten cap.

We all looked at each other
and one of the service guys asked,
"What's a seven ten cap?" She re-
plied, "You know, it's right on the en-
gine. Mine got lost somehow and I
need a new one."

"What kind of car do you
drive?" another guy asked. (Thinking
that perhaps she drove an old Dat-
sun Seven Ten.) The lady replied, "I
drive a Buick." We asked her how big
is the cap. She made a circle with
her hands about 3 1/2 inches in di-
ameter.

"What does it do?" asked one
of the service guys. She replied, "I
don't know, but it's always been
there."

One of the guys gave her a
note pad and asked her if she could
draw a picture of it. So she made a
circle about 3 1/2 inches in diameter
and in the center she wrote 710.

As she was drawing, the guys
behind the counter looked at it up-
side down and they fell behind the
counter laughing their heads off.
(Directions: Draw a circle and write
710 in the center. Now look at it up-
side down.) Dope slap!

SHE NEEDS A NEW CAP

watched her from across the street.
One of them turned to the other and
said, "If that car starts, I'll go to church
every Sunday for the rest of my life!"

A mechanic was removing a cylin-
der head from the motor of a Harley
motorcycle when he spotted a well-
known heart surgeon in his shop.

The surgeon was there wait-
ing for the service manager to come
take a look at his bike when the me-
chanic shouted across the garage,
"Hey, Doc, can I ask you a question?"

The surgeon, a bit surprised,
walked over to where the mechanic
was working on the motorcycle. The
mechanic straightened up, wiped his
hands on a rag. "So Doc, look at this
engine. I open its heart, take the
valves out, repair any damage, and
then put them back in, and when I
finish, it works just like new. So how
come I get such a small salary and
you get the really big bucks, when
you and I are doing basically the
same work?"

The surgeon paused, smiled,
leaned over, and whispered to the
mechanic… "Try doing it with the en-
gine running"

DEAD AGAIN
A funeral service is held for a woman
who just passed away. As the pall-
bearers carry the casket out, they
accidentally bump into a wall.
 They hear a faint moan. They
open the casket and find that the
woman is actually alive.
 She lives for 10 more years
and then dies. They have another
funeral for her. At the end of the
service, the pallbearers carry out the
casket.
 As they are walking, the hus-
band cries out, "Watch out for the
wall!"

THE YOUNG NUN

DISEASE
A newlywed couple on their honey-
moon prepares to see each other
naked for the first time.
 The husband exposes his
knotted and twisted feet. He ex-
plains, "I had tolio as a child."
 The wife asks if he means po-
lio. He says, "No, it only affects the
toes."
 He removes his pants and re-
veals deformed knees. He admits, "I
had kneesles, too."
 Finally, he pulls off his boxers.
In shock, the woman gasps, "Oh no --
smallcox, too!"

OUT OF PETROL
A motorist ran out of petrol on a lone-
ly road late one night. He noticed a
light in the window of a solitary farm-
house, and made his way across the
fields towards it. His knock was an-
swered by a very attractive lady.
 'I'm sorry to bother you,' he
said, 'but I've run out of petrol and I
wonder if you could put me up for
the night
 'Well, I'm all alone here,' said
the lady, 'I suppose it will be all right.'
 She showed him to a beautiful

IT’S ILLEGAL!
Five Englishmen in an Audi Quattro
arrive at the Italian border.
The Italian Customs agent stops them
and says, "It's illegal to put 5 people
in a Quattro."

"What do you mean it's ille-
gal?" ask the Englishmen.

"Quattro means four," replies
the Italian official.

"Quattro is just the name of
the automobile," the Englishmen re-
tort disbelievingly. "Look at the pa-
pers: this car is designed to carry 5
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little bedroom with a large double
bed, and said goodnight. The motor-
ist undressed and settled down, but
he found it difficult to sleep for
thoughts of his beautiful hostess. After
about half an hour, there was a tap
on his bedroom door.
 'Come in,' he said… expect-
antly.
 The door opened and in
came the lady in a flimsy negligee,
her long brown hair gleaming in the
moonlight. 'Would you like compa-
ny?' she asked in a soft voice
 'Yes, I would,' said the motor-
ist, hardly able to believe his luck.
 'Good,' said the lady. 'Anoth-
er motorist has broken down and
wants me to put him up for the night.

WE NEED YOUR JOKES!
Please email all your jokes
and funnies to:
editor@jecsouthwales.co.uk

brought home by her boss, I recog-
nised the car. They spent some time
together parked at the side of the
road in his car before she got out
and came to the house. Unfortu-
nately I couldn't quite see what they
were doing in there.
 Here is my question: While I
was waiting behind the bike, I no-
ticed a small oil leak from the cylin-
der head. Can I leave this until the
next service, or should I get it dealt
with now?

A farmer walks into a bar with a
horse. He says, "I will give any of you
$1,000 if you can make my horse
laugh."
 A man yells, "I'll take that bet,"
and leads the horse into the men's
room.
 After a couple seconds, a
loud braying laugh is heard from be-
hind the door. The farmer screams to
the man, "OK, I'll give you $2,000 if
you can make my horse cry."
 The man shouts, "You're on!"
After a few more seconds, the man
exits with the horse trudging behind
him with tears streaming down his
long-snout. Flabbergasted, the farm-
er asks, "How did you do it?"
 The man replies, "I said that
my d**k was bigger than his and he
laughed. Then I showed it to him."

THE LAUGHING HORSE

44 tonner just gone over on the M6
this morning. Bottles and jars of Vicks
Sinex and Friars Balsam all over the
northbound track.
 Motorway police say they're
not expecting any congestion.

TRAFFIC ALERT

One Sunday morning, Satan ap-
peared before a small town congre-
gation. Everyone started screaming
and running for the front church
door, trampling each other in a fran-
tic effort to get away.
 Soon, everyone was gone,
except for an elderly gentleman who
sat calmly. Satan walked up to the
man and said, "Don't you know who
I am?"
 The man replied, "Yep, sure
do."
 Satan asked, "Aren't you go-
ing to run?"
 "Nope, sure ain't," said the
man.
 Perturbed, Satan asked, "Why
aren't you afraid of me?"
 The man calmly replied,
"Been married to your sister for over
48 years!"

THE DEVIL IN CHURCH

home. Your dad read in the newspa-
per that most accidents happen
within 20 miles of your home, so we
moved. I won't be able to send you
the address because the last West
Virginia family that lived here took
the house numbers when they
moved so they wouldn't have to
change their address.
 This place is really nice. It
even has a washing machine. I'm not
sure about it. I put a load of clothes
in and pulled the chain. We haven't
seen them since.
The weather isn't bad here. It only
rained twice last week; the first time
for three days and the second time
for four days.
 About that coat you wanted
me to send; your Uncle Billy Bob said
it would be too heavy to send in the
mail with the buttons on, so we cut
them off and put them in the pockets.
 Bubba locked his keys in the
car yesterday. We were really wor-
ried because it took him two hours to
get me and your father out.
 Your sister had a baby this
morning, but I haven't found out
what it is yet so I don't know if you are
an aunt or uncle.
 Uncle Bobby Ray fell into a
whiskey vat last week. Some men
tried to pull him out but he fought
them off and drowned. We had him
cremated, he burned for three days.
 Three of your friends went off
a bridge in a pickup truck. Butch was
driving. He rolled down the window
and swam to safety. Your other two
friends were in the back. They
drowned because they couldn't get
the tailgate down.
 There isn't much more news
at this time. Nothing much out of the
normal has happened.

Your Favorite Aunt,
Mom

Dearest Redneck Son,
 I'm writing this slow because I
know you can't read fast. We don't
live where we did when you left

REDNECK SON

For some time I have suspected that
my wife is having an affair. She has
been "working late" regularly recently
and always seems to get dropped
off at home late at night.
 I have been wondering how
to prove this and last night I had a
brainwave. I got my Triumph Bonnev-
ille motorcycle out of the garage
and parked it in the drive. When I
knew it was about time for my wife to
return, I crouched behind it to wait.
 Sure enough, my wife was

DEAR DEIRDRE
Mickey Mouse and Minnie
Mouse are in divorce court.

"Mickey," the judge says, "I'm
sorry. I can't grant you a divorce

IKEA JOB INTERVIEW
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Article by Colin Manconi

Bridge. Paul soon had the bacon rolls
cooking and at that moment as we
were eating them Bob arrived in his
E-Type. He had managed to make a
temporary repair to his wipers.

So we now had seven cars on
the stand. Seven cars are well down
on the number we usually have but it
still gave us a nice stand.

There is always plenty to do
at this event, even though there
were only a couple of auto jumble
stands. There are always a large

We attend this show every year
and as usual meet up at the lay
by on the Chepstow turn off by
the old Seven Bridge. Dave
Fisher, XK8, Keith Ryall, XK140,
Paul Cogdon, E-Type, Nigel
Wilcox, Doretti, and myself, E-
Type arrived at 8.15 ready for
an 8.30 start. Bob Lush, E-Type,
then arrived but had problems
with his wiper motor not work-
ing on the way up so he said he
would go back home change
cars and meet us later.
The weather forecast was not very
good and as I passed the Magor
Services the heavens opened with
rain so heavy that I had to slow
down. By the time we left the lay by
the rain had stopped and as we
passed over the Seven Bridge the
road was dry. It seems that the heavy
showers were very localised.

I had asked for our usual spot
in the centre of the grass area, it
allows us to put the ‘Event Shelter’ up
securely. As we started erecting the
shelter John James arrived in his XJ.
He had just missed us at the Seven

number of Classic Car Club stands,
over 65 this year with some very inter-
esting cars on them.

We then decided to walk
over and look at the various cars.
After looking at the darkening sky we
all decided to take our coats and
umbrellas.
  It was a good job we did be-
cause as we reached the auto jum-
ble stands the heavens opened.
Mother Nature brought thunder,
lightning, heavy rain and even hail.
The roads and circuit flooded. We all
spent a long time in the auto jumble
tents making it look like we wanted
to purchase something so not to
have to go out in the torrential rain.
Then it stopped raining and the sun
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So you can see that there is a lot
going on and for a small fee you can
take your car out onto the circuit.

After braving the elements
during the morning, members of the
65 clubs in attendance enjoyed a
‘classic cruise’ around the circuit as
the sun joined the festivities for an
afternoon of track action.
 With the afternoon divided
into various sessions dependant on
the age of the marque, the circuit
saw everything from early Fords to
modern classic Mercedes in fast
paced track sessions and slower pa-
rade laps.

Jo Sparrow, Marketing and
Events Manager at Castle Combe,
said: “No one could have predicted
the horrendous weather during the
morning or the Great British spirit of

came out and within the hour every-
thing was drying up. The roofs came
off the convertible cars and we had
a lovely dry sunny afternoon.
 The Action Day itself is all
about giving you the option to take
your car onto the circuit. It is split into
a number of different classes, these
are:

..

the owners who decided that they’d
brought their cars out so they were
going to enjoy them! The minute the
rain stopped, everyone took to the
circuit with great enthusiasm and
helped to make the rest of the event
most enjoyable.”

Paul put the barbeque back
on at lunch time and we had a cou-
ple of beef burgers each. The weath-
er was forecast to change again
after 4pm so at 3.30 we decided to
take down the Event Shelter down as
it had by now dried out. The sky was
still blue with just a few clouds in the
distance so we decided to leave a
bit earlier than normal. Some of us
with convertibles decided to leave
the roofs down. Big mistake! It was
fine until we were passing Bristol on
the M4 then it became darker and
darker. Cars coming towards us had
their headlights on and wipers going
like mad. Then another heavy rain
storm started. The faster you go in a
convertible when it is raining the
more the rain blows over the top of
the car leaving you reasonable dry.
70 mph is the best speed but all of a
sudden the cars in front started slow-
ing and the 60mph warning signs
started to flash. A steady 60mph is ok
but I was praying that we did not go
any slower or even come to a stop.
You can imagine the looks we were
getting from other motorist as we
blasted passed in the outside lane in
torrential rain trying to look like we
didn’t need roofs on our cars. Then
the rain stopped and we had a good
run home.

Classic & Retro:
All Classic and Retro Cars

Pre 1970s:
Cars manufactured prior to 1970

Pre 1990s:
Cars manufactured prior to 1990

Japanese Classics:
Japanese cars manufactured prior
to 2000

Modern Classics:
Cars manufactured prior to 2000

Tax Exempt:
Cars manufactured prior to 1974
(pace car speed limited to 50mph)

Parade:
Behind safety car (speed limited to
50mph) no overtaking

Fast Parade:
Behind safety car (Speed set at
roughly 70mph) no overtaking

Classic Cruise:
All Classics  (up to 200 classics on
track speed limited to 30mph)

Mixed:
Open session all cars
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Not only did this car win Le
Mans, but it was also unique in
that it didn't race again in period.
It was due to be run by Hawthorn in
the sports car race at the British
Grand Prix meeting at Aintree, but
was withdrawn and replaced by XKD
506. At the factory, it was overhauled
and fitted with a de Dion rear
suspension.

Norman Dewis said: "I did the
development on that but it didn't
work. We couldn't get it right so it
came off. I did a lot on the fuel
injection systems and drove it a lot for
tire testing for Dunlop. We used to
come to Silverstone with that car and
I would do blindfold tests. You bring
the car in and go away and, when
you come back, there are covers on
the tires so the driver doesn't know
what he's got. I would go out and
come back and give my comments.
Sometimes they would increase the tire
pressures without telling you, or
sometimes they would slip on a Pirelli tire."

this car had done more mileage than
any other D-Type. The car was
eventually sold and rebuilt with many
new parts in the 1970s by Lynx.
Norman Dewis argues that in addition
to the presence of the chassis
number, the car retains recognizable
original components. Of course, it
was a development car so it was
undergoing change all the time.
 When it passed into the hands of
Nigel Webb, he respected the history
but wanted to see it continue racing,
which it has, and this involved some
use of modern parts. The engine size
rose to 3.8-liters in 1956 and most of
the existing cars are now to that
specification.

Article by Colin Masterson

The car practiced at the Dundrod
Tourist Trophy, but again was with-
drawn. For Easter 1956, a rear-axle oil
sump was tried, but again it didn't
race. Hawthorn and Jack Fairman
tested at Silverstone but Fairman
crashed in September 1956. Re-
paired, Hawthorn and Bueb tested it
again with independent rear suspen-
sion, which Dewis continued to de-
velop into 1957 along with brake and
brake-cooling improvements. Dewis
was involved into 1958 by which time
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XKD 50S' s owner, Nigel Webb, leaves
the car e of his prize to Jaguar
specialists John and Gary Pearson,
both very capable racing drivers. This
car is no historic museum piece as
enthusiasts know, and not only has it
returned to Le Mans for the Classic,
but ill 2002, Win Percy brought it home
the winner. Grand Prix driver Johnny
Herbert has also run it very hard
indeed, thrilling thousands at
Goodwood.
 However, for this occasion, the
team assembled at a BRDC test day
at Silverstone, with the unexpected
sun drying a wet track and remaining
bright all day. Norman Dewis was also
imported to brighten the occasion,
the Jaguar test driver was fit and still
a tough driver ... 50 years after Le
Mans! His brief was to bring XKD SOS's
history to life and to teach me about
driving a D-Type.

Norman Dewis: "This D-Type is
probably the quickest one we built
and developed. It was capable of
very high speed, and the handling
was beautiful. If was what I called
very good at the beginning but then
this car did so much development
work for the team that it got better
and better. What you need to do is
to keep an eye on the rev counter.
You won't really need to go beyond
6,000 rpm, and its important to watch
the oil temperature and pressure and
water temperature gauges. These are
really important in long distance
races and at Le Mans you got several
chances a lap to do this, and as a
driver you needed to do it; Also, you'll
find as you move off that the
acceleration comes in at about

2,5OO rpm, and you feel it push you
back. That all depends on the axle
ratio, but I think we had a high ratio
today. Just to give you an instance,
in 1955 I was getting 192 mph with a
high-axle ratio down the Mulsanne
Straight.

"Those are the key things to
watch. It is straightforward but you
must feel the car. You won’t be doing
that kind of speed here at Silverstone,
but the car is very stable at top
speed, and relaxing to drive. There is
no lift and there is no side influence
because of the fin, which stabilizes it
and keeps it straight. The 'long-nose'
went a bit light at first but that was
corrected. It did understeer on tight
corners and was better on fast
circuits. The fin didn't do much at 80
mph but it certainlt did at 180mph.
Wen the car was new, it was a job to

get what I call neutral steer. This car
never really had oversteer, but the C-
Type certainly did because the
weight distribution was wrong on that.
On the D-Type, we did make
improvements and I think we got the
balance right. You want to go into the
corner with a degree of understeer
and then have the oversteer come
on and you control that with the
throttle. I think you will find this easy to
develop with this car, which made it
so nice to drive. Don't let the back
end slide too much because you are
then losing time ... you need to try to
keep it straight as possible.
 "Of course, it's dry today. It's
quite different in the wet, which it
was at Le Mans in 19S5. Then it was all
down to the tires. They were those
narrow tires then, not what we have
now. Those tires just raced dry and
wet. .. we didn't have wet tires. You
needed greater concentration and
used one gear higher in the wet.
Instead of second in a comer in the
wet, you used third. You always have
to be progressive with this car, dry or
wet. You don't do things suddenly-
braking or accelerating-and that
gets the best out of it."
 Dewis then gave a demon-
stration of what he had been talking
about with me in the passenger seat.
The circuit was dry but slippery; but
that meant the tail would hang out
even easier. I was impressed with the
ease with which he got up to speed
and started moving through traffic. I
was more concerned about measur-
ing up to his standard but he started

Driving the Le Mans winner
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waving me on when it was my turn,
urging me to go deeper into the cor-
ners. I caught his big grin out of the
corner of my eye and then he signal-
ed to come in. His instructions were
to try a bit harder to feel what the
back end could do and take all the
corners with another 1,000 rpm on
the clock.

Well, orders are orders. But this
iconic machine was about as user
friendly as anything I have experienced.
I took Dewis's advice and used 2,500
rpm to get away from the pit garage.
There is no synchro on first gear but other
than that, the gearbox is immensely
easy to use ... stiff and needing a push,
a bit noisy, pure old Jaguar. The ripping
sound echoed behind me rattling off
the pit buildings and swept out onto the
circuit. My company on the track for this
session was a number of sports racers,
interesting road cars, and another Le
Mans icon, David Piper's Porsche 917.

It took only a few laps of the
Silverstone track to find that there were
no serious foibles or tricks. The car was,
as Dewis said "nice to drive" and it re-
warded patience. Four laps saw it press-
ing into Copse Corner at the end of the
pit straight at 5,500 rpm, some easy
braking and a flick down to third. It was
slippery and felt safer in third, though I
tried fourth a few times as well. If you
were prepared to hold the drift, fourth
was fine, but not with other traffic about.
The 300 bhp was unleashed easily and,
therefore, there was no fuss and no
wheel-spin. Hammer up to the left at
Maggotts and then immediately get on-
to the brakes and drop to third and just
catch second turning hard right onto
the return straight. The back really slides
here ... don't waste time, Norman would
say. This was the trick ... get the power

Yes, they are occasionally on the mar-
ket ... but not often, and a Le Mans
winner is rarely going to appear. This car
is valued at something over £1 million,
but it isn't a museum piece. It is a racer.
Always was, always will be. You can see
it again at Le Mans for the 24-Hour Clas-
sic in 2006. (Note, this was written in 2006
and the current value of a Le Mans
winner is going to be much more than
your are looking at more Dick Skip-
worth’s 1956 short nose D-Type which
sold for £2.6m at the end of 2013).

down as quickly as possible, but don't
waste time sliding and spinning ... this
is what needs practice. After some
laps, I managed to find the 917 in traf-
fic and get past on the outside into the
complex, but could feel the gravel
getting closer. Past the pit wall again
... no worried face: there ... that's
good!

Lap after lap, XKD 505 got quicker
and quicker ... and easier to push on.
With no long straights, checking the
gauges has to happen fast, while
watching the mirrors. I see why they
liked racing on long fast circuits - you
get a rest there. Anything less has you
working all the time. I now understood
Dewis's emphasis or concentration. I
would like, however, to try
concentrating like this for 24 hours.

Buying A D-Type

Wheelbase: 7' 6 1/2"
Track: Front-4' 2" - Rear-4' 2"
Dry weight: 1940 pounds
Suspension: Front: independent wishbone and
torsion bar Rear: trailing links and torsion bar
with live~ rear axle; Girling telescopic suspen-
sion dampers
Steering: Rack and pinion with 16" diameter
steering wheel
Engine: Inline, 6-cylinder, hemispherical head
with 2 valves per cylinder; twin overhead cam-
shafts; seven bearing crankshaft. 3,442 cc 83 x
106 mm
Compression: 9 to l
Power: 285 bhp @ 5,750 rpm
Carburetors: Triple Weber 45 mm double
choke
Ignition: Lucas coil
Transmission: Four-speed gearbox
Clutch: Borg and Beck dry triple plate clutch
Brakes: Dunlop disk, three-pad fronts and two-
pad rear; 12 1/4" diameter discs front and rear
Wheels and tires: Dunlop light alloy perforated
disc, center lock wheels; 6.50 - 16" Dunlop
Racing tires on 5.00 - 16" rims
Lubrication: Dry sump system

Specifications (1955)
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Article by Richard Aucock
Article From www.pistonheads.com

beginning in 2015. And our Sheik best
be fast. "If we get 500 orders," says
JLR Special Operations MD John Ed-
wards, "there'll be 250 disappointed
people."
 This is JLR SO's launch firework,
a car that it hopes will tell us all we
need to know about the new divi-
sion. Because Jaguar could have
simply given us an F-Type Convertible
with a bodykit, and there would likely

It was when a Middle Eastern
Sheik refused to leave a Jag-
uar motor show stand without
an F-Type Project 7 (think
blank cheque moment) that
insiders realised they had to do
something.

The 2013 Goodwood Festival of
Speed surprise concept was over-
whelmingly a car people wanted to
buy - in this case, at any price. Prob-
lem was, they couldn't, as it really
was just a concept. But behind the
scenes, Jaguar Land Rover was
working on something that could just
make it possible.

Enter Special Operations, its
new specialist division that's effec-
tively a West Midlands equivalent of
McLaren Special Operations. It's
even run by an ex-Williams man (and
former Lotus director of engineering),
Paul Newsome (who only started in
March - he had to complete the
Formula E project first...). Suddenly
Jaguar had a way to turn concept
into production. And so up to 250 will
now be hand-built, with deliveries

have been few grumbles. It's a car
designed to celebrate seven Le
Mans victories, doffing its cap to the
D-Type, 60 years old this year. But it
has to do more than look good. "Any
SO car has to have integrity," says
Edwards, who moved across from
the top job at Land Rover to head up
the new division.
 For starters, Jaguar couldn't
just put the concept into production.
It's had to go back to the start and
work out how to make the Project 7
feasible - that's why it's sprouted a
huge carbon fibre front air dam, res-
culpted side sills and a revised rear
wing. It also has a 34mm lower wind-
screen, and the engineering
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it 10 parts, and save an extra 2.5kg.
We hope they decide customers
won't care about repairability.

And underneath? "It's engi-
neered for track first, then the road,"
says Newsome. There are revised sus-
pension knuckles and top mounts
(0.5 degrees more negative camber
give better turn-in and grip), unique
springs and dampers, track-focused
suspension geometry, enhanced
steering response and standard
CCM brakes (with 398mm six-pot
front discs!). The spring balance has
shifted to the front (50 per cent stiffer
front, 8 per cent rear) and the com-
ponents themselves are a race-style
twin spring system. Torque vectoring
and a second-generation electronic
active differential are standard too.
"It has quite a different feel," says
Newsome.

Go on then, you're thinking:
how much. Because a car this spe-
cial could quite easily cost a small

required for that alone was enor-
mous. Worth it though. "It helps aero
slightly," says Ian Callum. "More im-
portantly, it looks great."
 Speaking of aero, the results
here are remarkable. At top speed,
Project 7 generates 177 per cent
more downforce than the F-Type
Convertible. 177 per cent!

The launch car has gained a
D-Type referencing shade of green,
although a colour similar to the con-
cept's blue will be offered, along with
three others: red, black, white. The
graphics are standard, including the
roundels on the doors and fairing. On
green, blue and red cars, the ac-
cents will be white, including the D-
Type-inspired white nose; on black
and white, the features are grey.
And the bonnet stripes? A nod to
Ecurie Ecosse. "Nothing to do with
me," grins Callum.

As for the fairing, "It's a D-Type
cue - we make no apologies for
that." It will sit behind the driver, with
a complementary rollover hoop for
the passenger - this was lacking on
the concept car as, of course, that
was a single-seater.
 At 575hp the firm's never
made a road car this powerful
("Yet..." adds Edwards), and 0-62mph
takes 3.9 seconds, the first modern
Jag to break the four-second mark.
Top speed of the supercharged 5.0-
litre V8 is 186mph, electronically limit-
ed. It weighs 1,585kg, 80kg less than
the regular car thanks to nine new
carbon fibre bits including rear deck,
front splitter, seat shells and that fair-
ing. The concept's nose panel is also
carbon fibre; Newsome says if repair-
ability costs are sensible, that'll make

fortune - after all, some are already
willing to pay it. Not so: £135,000 is the
mooted asking price, the same as
the XKR-S GT.

Special Operations? Very, it
seems. This is not only a concept car
that's made production, it's one that
has done so untainted, with the
promise of a drive that more than
matches how it looks. What a way to
celebrate 60 years of the D-Type.
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JULY 2014

Sun 20st Sherborne Castle Classic Car
Show and Rally

25 - 27th Silverstone Classic

AUGUST 2014

2 - 3rd South Gloucestershire County Show
 (Organised by Graham Searle)

9-10th             Tortworth Vintage Steam Rally

10th Three Cocks Steam & Vintage
Rally

17 - 18th  Vintage Sports Car Club Pembrey

SEPTEMBER 2014

6 - 7th Beaulieu International Autojumble

12 - 14th Goodwood Revival

Sun 21th Vintage and Specialist Car Rally
  Tredegar House, Newport.

2014 EVENTS CALENDAR MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS
We are always looking for members who would like to
contribute to the South Wales Region magazine.

Why not write an article, review or report on your Jaguar
car, experiences, restoration or any events you may have
been to? We also welcome any jokes or funnies for our
“Humour” pages.

Without our members contributing we would be unable
to publish the magazine each month, so the more that
submit content, the broader the range of articles will

become.

Please send all articles, jokes or other
material in word format and attach
any photos to your email and send it
to Andy Webber, the editor at:

        editor@jecsouthwales.co.uk

Please also take a look at the events listings on the JEC
web site www.jec.org.uk In particular, there are lots of
tours, seminars and the JEC race series.

If you know of any other events that may be of interest to
members please let us know in order that we may include
them in these listings. If you spot any errors please let us
know so that they can be corrected.

Take a look at the new club shop www.jec.org.uk/shop

Also see the web site - www.classicshowsuk.co.uk



HOW TO FIND OUR MEETINGS:
DIRECTIONS TO GET TO THE BBC CLUB, LLANDAFF,
CARDIFF

Leave the M4 at Junction 29 signed A48M. Travel along
the dual carriageway for about 6 or 7 miles until you
reach the traffic lights by Tesco (on left). Go straight on
over the river bridge and through the next set of lights.
Just after the footbridge take the next fork left along Mill
Lane signposted Llandaff Cathedral.

At the next traffic lights turn right. Go straight through the
next traffic lights (crossing the A48 dual carriageway
again) and travel northwards until you reach a mini
roundabout. Take the first exit off the roundabout sign-
posted Llantrisant. After about 100 yards there is a high
grey stone wall on the right hand side. The entrance to
the BBC car park is through this wall. Bear immediately
left and right. The club is the single storey, flat roofed
building on the left across the field. The BBC studios are
beyond the club and are about 5 storeys high.

Walk to the entrance of the club and press the buzzer on
the right of the door. The barman will then open the
security door. Our meeting room is straight ahead
through the next door.

If you are interested in becoming a committee member
or helping organise any club related activities, please
feel free to contact the regional representative.

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Colin Manconi
email:  colin.manconi@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Mobile: 07977 474637

SECRETARY
Mike Jones
email:  mike.jones@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Tel: 01633 689005

TREASURER
Colin Manconi
email:  colin.manconi@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Mobile: 07977 474637

CHAIRMAN
John James
email:  john.james@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Tel: 01656 656424

PRESIDENT FOR LIFE
Harry Kuehling
email: harry.kuehling@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Mobile: 07931 538434
Tel: 02920 407863

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Paul Cogdon
email:  paul.cogdon@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Tel: 01600 860969

Andy Webber
email:  andy.webber@jecsouthwales.co.uk
Telephone: 07771 852703

SOUTH WALES REGION COMMITTEE MONTHLY MEETING

MONTHLY MEETING DATES 2014

Held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month we meet at
the BBC social club in Llandaff, Cardiff at 7.30pm.

All club members and potential members are always
welcome. Our meetings are informal and friendly and
we look forward to meeting you!

BBC Social Club, Llantrisant Road, Llandaff, Cardiff, CF5 2YQ
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Wednesday 16th July
Wednesday 20th August
Wednesday 17th September
Wednesday 15th October
Wednesday 19th November
Wednesday 17th December

From May 2014 our monthly meeting has changed to the
3rd Wednesday evening in the month. This has become
necessary due to the venue now closing at 9pm on a
Monday. By switching to a Wednesday it allows us to stay
later as we have always done.

The venue remains unchanged: BBC Social Club,
Llantrisant Road, Llandaff, Cardiff, CF5 2YQ.



Cardiff's leading specialist in modern and classic Jaguars & Mercedes Benz

SALES
SERVICING
MOT TESTING
MECHANICAL WORKS
ENGINE & GEARBOX REBUILDS
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL
DIAGNOSTICS
PARTS
FULL & PART RESTORATIONS
BODYWORK & PAINT REPAIR
ACCIDENT REPAIR
RE-TRIMMING
PROFESSIONAL VALETING
INSURANCE
FREE COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND REQUEST)

Fax: 02920 541313
Web: www.cardiffjag.co.uk
Email: nick@cardiffjag.co.uk

Unit 3 & 4 Wharfedale Road,
Pentwyn, Cardiff ,CF23 7HB.



a local  for all your
 &  jaguar needs…

Established in the late 1990s, Cardiff Jag & Performance Ltd
is set in a prime location on the outskirts of Cardiff with easy
access to junction 30 of the M4 motorway.

As one of the leading UK's Jaguar Specialist our policy of
continual growth and improvement ensures our impressive
understanding and knowledge of the Jaguar marque.
Operating from a state of the art premises we offer our
customers old and new a comprehensive range of services
ranging from bodywork repairs (small and large), servicing,
maintenance, repairs, MOT facility and sales of Pre Owned
performance vehicles.

We specialise in mainly Jaguar and Mercedes vehicles but
offer the same extensive range of services for other
performance vehicle marques.

Our staff are fully trained and offer over 50 years experience
and we are confident that we are able to meet all customer
expectations. Our stores are fully stocked with genuine
spares and all work is guaranteed, vehicle warranties are not
affected by the services we provide.

Our courteous staff will make you feel at home in our
comfortable reception area and will be happy to offer you
refreshments while your vehicle is with us and your vehicle
will receive a complimentary wash and vacuum. Full Valet
service available subject to time and availability.

So next time your pride and joy needs some TLC, give us a
call or pop in for a chat, we would love to add you to our
growing list of satisfied customers.

comprehensive range of services…

not just jaguars…

time served craftsmen…

welcoming environment…

ALLIANCE CARS CARDIFF



Vehicle viewing's by appointment only.

‘Y Noddfa’, Cowbridge Road, Talygarn, Pontyclun, CF72 9JU
Tel: 01443 228466     Email: info@perfectdaycars.co.uk

Neville: 07787 158630     Stella: 07818 406534
Business owned by local JEC Members

Let us make your special day perfect with a superb selection of outstanding wedding cars and coaches.


